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Á History of ethics in animal experimentation

ÁComposition of an ethical committee in 

relation to animal experiments and duties

Á The Three Rôs concept



óETHICSô is a set of rules or conditions that 

are used to make judgements on value 

(good and bad) and responsibility/duty 

(right and wrong) of any subject.



Who are óLaboratory  animalsô?

What is an óAnimal experimentô?

Laboratory mice

Laboratory rats 

Dessert rats (Gerbils)

Rabbits

Guinea pigs

Monkeys

Chinchilla 



History of ethics in animal 

experimentation

ÁUntil late 19th century ïNo rules and regulations concerning 

animal experimentation

Á 1876 in UK ïThe Cruelty to Animals Act  was passed

ï1st legislation concerning animal 

experimentation

Á Towards 20th century ïMany important advances in scientific 

and medical knowledge through the 

use of animals as experimental subjects

Development of non-animal models



Áa veterinary surgeon who has training or experience in    

laboratory animal science and medicine

Áat least one practicing scientist experienced in research 

involving the use of animals

Áat least one member of the public to represent  interests of 

the general public in the proper care and use of animals

The interpretation and application of principles in the care 
and use of laboratory animals, require professional skills 
and knowledge.

Composition of an ethical committee in 

relation to animal experiments and its duties



Ádesigning and performing experiments and procedures based 

on their relevance to human or animal health and 

advancement of knowledge

Áthe use of the appropriate species and number of animals

Áavoiding or minimising discomfort, distress and pain

Áusing appropriate sedation, analgesia or anaesthesia

Áestablishing experimental end-points

Áproviding appropriate animal husbandry

Áconducting experiments on live animals only by or under the 

close supervision of qualified and experienced persons

The principles in the care and use of laboratory 

animals should entail :


